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• Why Connect?

• Connectedness in Learning

• A Vision of Students Today

• Digital Natives and Learningg g

• Social Media

• Learning Connections Examples

• Questions and Contacts

• PPT Notes on 
www.lindaralston.com

• Hashtag #UofUCTLE for• Hashtag #UofUCTLE for 
today’s teaching 
symposium

• Why do you think we should promote our 
students connecting – collaborating in the 
classroom and outside the classroom?

• Tweet your response using #UofUCTLEy p g

Teacher

Students
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• Digital Natives:

–Prefer to interact/ network simultaneously 
with many others

–Prefer parallel processing & multitasking

–Prefer processing pictures, sounds, & video 
before reading text.

Teacher

Interested 
Observers

Topic 
Experts

Students

Other Students outside of 
class

Experts

• Why do you think we should promote our 
students connecting – collaborating in the 
classroom and outside the classroom?

• Tweet your response using #UofUCTLEy p g

A. Because connection underpins basic 
communication

B. Because we are curious beings

C. Because it allows us to expand boundaries

D Because technology affords us the ability toD. Because technology affords us the ability to 
connect
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• Interest‐powered 

• Peer‐supported 

• Academically oriented

• Part blog, part social networking site, and part 
IM tool

• Limited to just 140 characters

• Follow people you know, those you don't, 
organizations publications conferencesorganizations, publications, conferences

• TwitPolls, TwitChats
• http://educause.edu/ir/library/pdf/ELI7027.pdf

• Hold after class discussions

• Create an online community of students

• Ask questions relevant to course materials

• Create a classroom #hashtagg

• Use it for class announcements/reminders

• Breaking down barriers and getting to know 
others over this "virtual water cooler"

• Get feedback from students

• Share interesting online materials

• Pass on information about events

• Have a Twitter account for each class

• Reward participation

• Instant lecture feedback ‐ are you Twittering 
about this presentation?

» #UofUCTLE
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http://twtpoll.com/

• #poll Which forms of social media have you 
used in the classroom? 
http://twtpoll.com/r69622

• Respond now to the question!

• Online diary style website

• Quick and easy web publishing

• Offer instant communication

R i littl t h i l k l d
TypePad

• Require little technical knowledge

• Class Pages

• Professor‐authored blogs relate to the theme 
of the course

• Reflection on the Readings

• Student‐authored blogs 
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• Social Bookmarking website

• Save and store bookmarks online

• Organize them with tags or keywords

• Be social – follow other bookmarkers and send 
/ receive links

• Keeping the same set of bookmarks if using 
more than one computer

• Organize collection of resources around an 
agreed tag – i e Social Media in Educationagreed tag – i.e., Social Media in Education

• Develop a network and share the course load 
– study groups for a class project

http://pinterest.com/utourdoctor/boards/

• International Tourism class
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• Electronic Marketing class

• Presentation Notes & Links:

– www.lindaralston.com/

• Email:

– Linda.Ralston@health.utah.edu

• CTLE 6510/651‐90 Cyber Pedagogy (3 credit 
hrs) taught Fall and Spring Semester


